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Marc, Oren's father : %\ ( 4%3
& -
t
On the close of the thirty days of mourning for Rony Friedman Zell, Z"L 7N

It is hard to believe that today marks the 30t day following the funeral of our dearest daughter-in- }
law, Rony Friedman Zell. It is also marks the end of the formal mourning period for our son, Oren,
and Rony's parents and siblings. The family and friends gathered this morning around her grave in
Kibbutz Nachshon to mark the close of the 30-day period with psalms, personal remarks and song.
As was the case at Rony's funeral, | elected not to speak for fear of prolonging the ceremony. That
is why, like then, | wanted to share some thoughts here.

It is not natural for a parent to witness the death of a child or daughter-in-law. It is not natural for
grandparents to witness the death of their granddaughter (Rony’s 90+ year old Holocaust survivor
grandparents sat by her grave at the ceremony yesterday). Rony was only 36 years old. She
dreamed of being a mother, of building a family. That was not to be. Oren, her husband and our
son is but 35. In the natural order of things, it is the parents who teach the children, sharing with
them the wisdom and experience that comes with leaving life. It is not in the ordinary course of
things that the children teach their parents the basic lessons about life.

Over the nine months that Oren and Rony struggled against all odds to beat the cancer that
eventually claimed Rony's life, | had occasion to watch my son contend with the challenge that this
dreaded disease | placed before him and his beautiful young wife. | saw him grapple with the news
of her disease; the loss of their baby in the sixth month of pregnancy; the tribulations of the
chemotherapy and radiation; the month of Rony's not being able to eat or even swallow; the
constant debilitating pain; the cries of despair; the burning desire to live despite everything; the
experimental treatments in a foreign country far from home, family and friends; the final
moments of release from the world...

All along the way | asked myself, how does Oren do this? Would | be capable of such devotion and
love were, God forbid, | found myself in his place? Throughout those difficult months Oren taught
me something deeply important about how one should contend with sickness, despondency,
devastation. He showed me what it is to stand by the ones you love and care for. He did this
without complaint, without anger without recrimination. He often shared his despair over seeing
his beloved wither before him, but never did he succumb to his sadness.

Never did he let Rony think for one instant that he had abandoned hope.

In these past 30 days Oren has also taught me what it means to deal with the death of your most

cherished friend. He did not descend into depression or withdraw from the world. To the contrary

(he has embraced the world and those around him determined to
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-
press on, empowered by the memory of Rony add all that they shared together in theif(éll A
too brief one year of marriage. As | wrote in my posting 30 days ago, their reIationshibf }
transformed their world and ours. Oren has used these past weeks to tackle the
administrative and bureaucratic obstacles that follow death. He has begun the long
process of putting his life back together. And he has made another decision which he
announced today at Rony's graveside: he is going to India for an indefinite period to clear
his mind, reboot his heart and plot a path to the future. Is this a path | would have
chosen? Probably not. My natural inclination would have been to bury myself in my work
or in some great project. But Oren has elected to go another way. And it makes a lot of
sense. Here again he is teaching me, his father, nearly twice is age, something
fundamentally important.

By his humble yet powerful example Oren has imparted to us wisdom that we missed
somehow despite years of schooling, higher education and life experience. Now, speaking
as his “protégé”, | marvel at the example he has set for me and wonder where he learned
all that he has shown me these weeks and months. It is the natural order of things for
parents to teach their children, but in a world where a 36-year old mother-to-be is
snatched away long before her time, perhaps it is not so surprising that her 35-year

widower is able to teach volumes to his aging awe-stuck parents.

And you of tender years
Can't know the fears that your elders "
grew by

Help them with your youth

They seek the truth before they can die.

Teach your parents well

Their children’s hell will slowly go by
And feed them on your dreams

The one they fix, the one you'll know
By...

Graham Nash (1970)
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Robin, Oren's mother

Rony, you are my butterfly. You even had a little butterfly tattoo on your hand.
Rony, as individuals, butterflies have a very short lifespan but as a species they reach their
destination and live on.

So, too, Rony-li (my Rony) you will live on in the hearts of people all over the world.

| am sitting here in your little home Rony, so full of your presence. So full of your hopes
and dreams in this kibbutz which did everything possible for you.

To paraphrase the beginning of the movie "Love Story", "what can | say about you, Rony?
That you were 36 years old? That you loved life? That you loved my son Oren?"

Rony-li, your love for children — especially your nieces and nephews | can't describe, you
wanted just that for Oren. "I want him to be a father". You told me so many times. But
neither of you cared in the end so long as you just had each other.

What can | say to you all about Rony? Well, | can tell you, Rony, that you were my greatest
teacher. The greatest lessons of all | learned from you about love, about life, about what
really matters.

In just a year you have changed me. A year that was alive in terms of what you gave us.
And, Rony, thank you for fighting for that gift of time. It's never enough but, Rony, you
healed something in each of us. We will never be the same. We will be better because of
you.

You gave me a gift when | held your hand motzei-shabb and you struggled but said,
"mommy Robin" | loved how you saw the essence of each of us... and even with our short-
comings you loved us even more you always expressed your appreciation for the littlest
things. | am not a cook and the one time you asked me for tea with fresh mint and | made
you tea with parsley, you never laughed at me. You only saw the good.

In two days, it is your wedding anniversary. Oren continued to tell me throughout this year
and especially now: "marrying Rony was the best decision of my life", the two of you
taught us all so much. The love that you shared, most people never know in all their
lifetimes.

| am so proud of both of both of you. Oren, | am so proud of you, son.
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